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CHAPTER ONE: THE MISSION
Since its dedication in September 1979 to "the children of tomorrow", the Plymouth
School Museum has assumed its place as a living museum on the campus of Fort Hays
State University. The Plymouth School attempts to fulfill the mission of the Kansas
Board of Regents to "impart society' s cultural heritage." The Plymouth School artfully
shows the cultural undertaking of Kansans to improve their quality of education and life.
The museum demonstrates the belief of the board of regents that education has been
deeply rooted in the Kansas values of hard work and intellectual pursuit to benefit the
public good.
Because the mission of Fort Hays State University is to serve the citizens of western
Kansas, the Plymouth School of eastern Russell County and the home county of the most
famous living Kansan, Bob Dole, was chosen as representative of the ideals of these
citizens. The current president, Edward Hammond, has placed great emphasis on the
technological learning environment as part of the mission of the university. The
Plymouth School has met this challenge by placing its collections of bo0ks and country
schoolteacher interviews on-line over the Internet. Scholarship at the university is also a
main focus of the mission. The Plymouth School, with its extensive nineteenth and early
school textbook collection, allows student and professional scholars the opportunity to do
major research. However, the major mission alliance with the university is in the area of
public service to the community. Plymouth School Museum programming directly affects
over 2000 citizens yearly.
From the beginning, the Plymouth School Museum has come under the jurisdiction of the
College of Education. The mission of the college is to prepare professional educators to
assume their leadership roles in the new global society. Believing that people cannot
know where they are going until they know where they are or where they have been, the
Plymouth School Museum instructs all undergraduate teaching candidates in the
rudiments of an authentic nineteenth century western Kansas one-room country school.
The overall mission of the Plymouth School Museum is to conform to the visions of its
various institutional branches. Over the past twenty years, it has been.at.le to do so in an
admirable manner.

CHAPTER TWO: HISTORY OF THE
PLYMOUTH SCHOOL

At the eastern edge of Russell County, Kansas, the Plymouth one room schoolhouse
stood for over a century as a monument"to the stalwart pioneers who built it. The building
was not simply put together with white limestone blocks worked and Vvrenched from the
soil of Kansas, but was mixed with the sacrificing spirit of the pioneers who came to
western Kansas in the late nineteenth century. The Plymouth School and all of its sister
one-room schools were the birthplace of education on the high plains.
The Plymouth School was placed on a hill in the Smoky Hill River valley where it could
be seen for miles in all directions. All around the school were buffalo wallows, a symbol
of the mighty herds from years past. The school was close to a frontier cattle trail leading
from Ellsworth, Kansas into Colorado that was first marked by Bourgmond in 1724. Zebe
Pike frequently used the trail. He had one of America's most famous mountains, Pike's
Peak, named for him. The trail was later known as the Smoky Hill Trail and then, in
1865, the Butterfield Trail. By 1870, the railroad had advanced to western Kansas and the
trail was no longer used.
In April 1872, twenty families of Pennsylvania Dutch migrated to the land just west of
Wilson, Kansas, then known as Bosland. For many of them, the dream c,f owning land in
America started in Europe where they were harassed by political strife, religious
oppression, constant war, drought, and hunger. As they arrived in western Kansas they
were filled with high hope and expectation. Many of these German pioneers had lived in
the Black Forest of Germany and then in the hilly and treed state of Pennsylvania. The
treeless plains of Kansas presented a new and different challenge.
While some of the early homes were merely dugouts in the side of a hill, other homes met
the federal government specifications for homesteaders and were 12 x 12 feet with one
window and one door. Many were made out of prairie sod and a few were made from
lumber shipped by the Union Pacific Railroad from the East. Later, the pioneers learned
to erect homes made of double layers of limestone they found originally as outcroppings
on nearby hills. They also used the limestone as fence posts to mark the boundaries of
their land. This led to the reference of this building material as "post rock limestone."
The first crops were sown in 1873 and soon after that laborious chore was completed,
these pioneers turned their attention to establishing a school for their mL.nerous children.
Records indicate that on January 10, 1874, school district number 10 was formed from
land that was in the northeast comer of section one in township 14. The first school
district meeting was February 14, 1874. The first school board members were: John
Dillinger, Clerk; Michael Bolan, Director; and William S. Miller, Treasurer (great
grandfather of Allan Miller, the first Fort Hays State University Plymouth School
Museum Director). It was determined that the school would be built from native
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limestone and that it would be named Plymouth because it was located in what was
known as Plymouth Township. The limestone was taken from Michael Bolan' s farmland
just north of the school site.
The finished rocks were hauled in wagons pulled by horse and oxen to the school site.
Meanwhile, the men of the district staked out and dug the foundation for the school in
preparation for the three stone masons from Wilson. The three were John Dellinger,
Michael Shipp, and Jacob Sackman. Just as the masons began work on the schoolhouse,
the drastic grasshopper plague of the summer of 1874 descended upon them.
Nevertheless, the work on the school progressed.
The walls were laid with two limestone blocks side by side, making the walls eighteen
inches thick. The ceiling was ten feet high and finished with narrow strips of wainscoting.
The inside walls were covered with plaster one and a half inches thick and as smooth as
glass. It dried to a light gray color and was left unpainted for the first fo.v years. The
outside dimensions of the school were 26 x 28 feet. The school had eight large windows
measuring 29 x 68 inches. They were shuttered on the outside for protection against
storms. The door stoop was a 3 x 4 feet slab of hard limestone. Decorating the school
grounds were the outhouses carefully labeled boys and girls and carefully placed at
opposite ends of the school grounds. There were also hitching posts for horses and
playing leapfrog, as well as flower beds in the front of the school planted with purple and
white irises. Before the opening of school each fall, it was the job of the adults to ensure
the safety of the water in the hand dug, rock lined water well. In later years, a cement slab
was placed over the well and an attractive hand pump decorated the schoolyard. A
fireguard was plowed around the schoolyard for protection against prairie fires and fires
started by Union Pacific train hot boxes.
Inside, the school was sparsely furnished. In back of the teacher's desk on the raised floor
was the blackboard. In the Plymouth School, like many of the western Kansas one room
schools, it was not the more expensive slate board, but rather smooth black paint on the
wall. There was a large Round Oak pot-bellied stove in the middle of the room with
stovepipes running parallel to the ceiling toward the front of the room where they were
vented into a chimney. On winter days it was too hot for the. children sitting next to it and
much too cold for those at window's edge. Wood and buffalo chips provided fuel for the
stove during the first winter. Later, a vein of coal was found along the Smoky Hill River
and a coal shed was added to the school to store this available supply. There were not
many books stored on the shelves during the first few years and the students sat in desks
designed for two or three students. At the front of the room was a recitation bench where
students came to sit to wait their tum at reciting their memorized passages from their
readers. At first, all students used slates and slate pencils for recording their lessons. In
one instance, a student traded a yard of his parent's sausage for two new slate pencils.
The first day of school in that fall of 1874 was one of pride for the German settlers.
Knowing the value of education, it was a dream come true! The children were especially
happy to be able to socialize with their friends. To pioneer children, school was an
exciting adventure in learning because it was the sole means of finding r,ut about the
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world outside their small community. The school began in the traditional manner of
ringing the small teacher's bell outside where it could be heard sharply for some distance
in the clean prairie air. Some of the children walked two or more miles. The report for the
Plymouth School for 1874 stated that there were 25 students between the ages of five and
twenty-one. There were eleven girls and fourteen boys. At one point in .:he life of the
Plymouth School, it had 59 students. The report showed that a one-percent mill levy was
used solely for the teacher's salary. Quite progressively for the times, the salary for a
male teacher and female teacher was established equally at $30 per term. The original
school building had a value of $900.
The subjects taught that first year were the established ones for a one-room school. They
included: reading; penmanship; arithmetic; geography; physiology; history; declamation;
art; bookkeeping; and music by singing familiar family songs. Ironically, the school
never had a dictionary for over ten years. By 1877, it got a series of maps in a map box
that hung on the south wall and confused students as to the true positions of Canada and
Florida. Many teachers served the Plymouth School for the first decade. By the 1880's, a
favorite male teacher, John Howes, emerged and the school year was extended to eight
full months. One of the teachers, Anne Dellinger, attended Fort Hays Normal School.
Like elementary school today, a favorite activity for students was recess Recess occurred
in both the morning and afternoon. At the Plymouth School, where playground
equipment was absent, playground games such as baseball, crack the whip, Andy high
over, follow the leader, drop the handkerchief, marbles (for boys), and jacks (for girls)
were played. If the weather forbade going outdoors, the children played indoor games
such as spin the bottle, charades, and other word games.
In the winter, pioneer parents kept a wary eye on the sky for potential blizzards. If one
seemed imminent, they would travel to the school in their wagon and team of horses to
rescue their children and sometimes the teacher, who generally lived with the farm family
closest to the school.
The Plymouth School was used for a variety of events, including spelling bees, box
suppers, the annual Christmas play, and monthly lyceum programs that debated the great
issues of the day. One issue in the 1880's was whether or not those who did not read,
write, or speak English should be allowed to vote.
Until 1900 the school always had large attendance, sometimes requiring two teachers. By
1904 school enrollment began a constant decline until it was closed in 1912. Then in
1915 it reopened and remained open continuously until 1936. During this time it was
furnished with a nice oak teacher's desk and swivel chair for the teacher. Finally, a
dictionary and encyclopedia were added. The shutters were replaced with more
formidable large hail screens. The teacher's salary improved to $50 per month in 1915
and peaked at $90 monthly in 1921. By the middle of the 1930's in the heart of the
drought and depression, the salary had reverted back to $50 monthly. In the mid-twenties,
an organ was acquired and a heavy shield was placed around the old stove to improve
circulation. A special event was heating soup, cocoa, or a potato on the stove. A flagpole
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attached to the school above the door was added and the flag was raised daily during a
ceremony. A telephone connecting the school to the City of Wilson was installed. In the
early 1930's, the interior of the school was painted tan in color and scrim curtains were
added to the bottom half of the windows. Outside, a rather crude homemade swing was
hung on a frame of 4" x 4" lumber, which became the only piece of playground
equipment the Plymouth School would ever have. A small shed was built on the south
end of the schoolyard to provide shelter for horses.
The school year always ended with a picnic lunch for the students on the banks of the
Smoky Hill River. For all the eighth grade students who passed the county examination, a
diploma awaited them in a ceremony in the county seat of Russell. In 1936, in the midst
of drought and depression and when it was determined that only three children would
attend Plymouth School the following year, the doors of the school were closed forever.
Gradually, as an abandoned building, all windows were broken and the school suffered
from vandalism. Still, it was remembered with affection by its many former students and
parents. It served its purpose of being the hub of social and educational activity for over
half a century.

5

CHAPTER THREE: THE RESTORATION

At the 1976 annual spring leaders workshop of Phi Delta Kappa, the education honorary
society, Dr. Vic Sullivan of Pittsburg State University and the Kansas Area Coordinator,
asked the chapter leaders in Kansas to dream dreams of possible projects that would
make the honorary organization proud. It took Bill Claflin, Nancy Vogel, and Allan
Miller of the Fort Hays State University Chapter less than a minute to come up with the
idea ofrestoring a one-room school, possibly because of the conversation in the car while
traveling to Salina for the workshop. Claflin and Vogel were informing the new kid on
the block, Miller, about the stone fence posts dotting the landscape along the interstate
highway. Their emphasis was that in the absence of trees for building timber, the early
pioneers used this hard post rock limestone to build everything from their homes and
barns to fence posts. The proposal was also suggested as a way of countering the Wichita
State proposal to bring the Soviet Commissar of Education to their city for a weeklong
symposium. The one room school restoration was outrageously ambitious and gained the
greatest applause. Proposing the project was one thing, carrying out the proposal was
another.
As so often happens in institutions, the person with the least seniority is given major
responsibilities to carry out projects. So it was that Allan Miller became the project
director, though Nancy Vogel consented to write a Phi Delta Kappa Project Grant for the
feasibility study. The grant was funded for $2500 and the project was begun in the fall of
1976. Based on information obtained from Emporia State University which had
completed a similar project a few years earlier, it was estimated that the total cost of the
restoration would be over $20,000. Jerry Tomanek, President of Fort Hays State, thought
it would be double that amount. The job in the fall of 1976 was twofold: figure out the
funding sources; and identify a suitable school for restoration.
President Tomanek and Vice President Harold Eickhoff became so enchanted with the
project that President Tomanek appointed a special college wide committee to investigate
the restoration possibilities, resting the project away from the Phi Delta Kappa Chapter,
in order to give it greater college and community recognition. He appointed Allan Miller
as the committee chair and added Nancy Vogel, English; Robert Luehrs, History; Bill
Robinson, Education; John Garwood, Dean of Instruction; Earl Bozeman, Campus
Planning Director; Ann Gustad, History graduate student and daughter of former FHS
President John Gustad; and Larry Thomas, Education graduate student. Tomanek also
insisted that the FHS Alumni Association and Endowment Association be asked to
support the project. Tomanek's mother had been a one-room schoolteacher and he also
believed that the college needed to emphasize its existence deriving from its original
mission to prepare teachers for western Kansas. He saw the project as a fitting one for the
upcoming diamond jubilee for the college in 1977.
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At Tomanek's request, Miller wrote a grant for the entire project, budgeted for $22,500
that was forwarded by Tomanek with a cover letter to the Phillips Petroleum Company of
Oklahoma. Phillips elected not to fund the project, so Tomanek sent the proposal to the
Dillon's Company of Hutchinson, Kansas. They elected to make a contribution to the
project of $500. In the summer of 1978, knowing that the tax records of Kansas charities
and foundations could be found in Forsyth Library, Miller sent two of his graduate
students, a husband and wife team from Wichita, Janet and Terry Boren, to investigate
possible funding sources. Terry Boren made one of the lucky discoveries of the year
when he recognized the contact person for the Garvey Foundation, Clifford Allison, as a
friend of his parents in the Lutheran Church in Wichita. This contact got Miller a
presentation invitation to the Garvey Foundation. The colored slide presentation went
quite well and by October 1978, the Garvey Foundation consented to fund the entire
project. Ironically, Olive Garvey, matriarch of the foundation, was a former one-room
schoolteacher.
Letters were mailed to all western Kansas school superintendents asking their help in
identifying a one-room school for restoration on the Fort Hays State campus. Some were
identified, but the boost needed in identifying schools came from the highly acclaimed
press release written by Dave Adams of the FHS Journalism Department. After his article
appeared in area newspapers, over thirty schools were reported. As early as October
1976, the committee began on-site inspections of some of the schools. \ arious towns
chambers of commerce began campaigning for the university to take their schools.
The Seven-Mile School, located in Ellis County, on land belonging to Willfred Truan,
became the source of major controversy between the university and the Ellis County
Historical Society. Truan called Miller offering the school. The committee inspected the
school and determined that it would be a great possibility as it was located only seven
miles north of Hays on Highway 183. Stan Dalton, the former registrar at the college and
a mainstay of the Ellis County Historical Society, found out that the college was about to
take this school. He notified President Tomanek that Truan had given the school some
years back to the society and that he was having Norman Jeter, a Hays attorney,
investigate the matter. When Miller approached Truan about this, he said that he had told
them they could have it over ten years ago, but no papers were ever signed and he
assumed they were not interested. However, the university's interest evidently
reawakened a sleeping dog. The Ellis County Historical Society suggested that they
would soon be taking Truan's school and restoring it with no assistance from the
university. The university committee decided to proceed with its plan to restore a oneroom school on the campus, but to select another school.
One of the more interesting suggestions came from Clem Wood, the Education
Department Chair and former one-room schoolmaster. He thought that it would be
appropriate to reconstruct a one-room school from the stones of Rarick Hall when it was
razed to make room for what is now new Rarick Hall. The committee was believed that it
would be too costly to preserve stones once the demolition had begun. As a small
concession to this idea, however, black slate chalkboards from old Rarick were preserved
and placed in the Plymouth School restoration.
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In February 1977 all departments were asked what they were contributing to the FHS 75 th
Anniversary Party slated for the summer. The Education Department determined that its
contribution was to co-sponsor the restoration of a one-room school and to furthermore
commission a model of the school selected that could serve the main Diamond Jubilee
events as a centerpiece.
Meanwhile, the college planning committee was having difficulty believing that this
project was actually going to take place. Consequently, when asked about a location for
the school, the usual response was that the project was a low priority and they did not
have time to bother with it. Finally, the president of the college intervened through the
vice president for finance and they put the matter on their agenda. They determined that
the place for the school would be next to the proposed new museum across the street
south of Davis Hall. An emeritus professor of earth sciences, Meryl Walker, was
consulted by the chair of the school restoration committee about several facets of the
project and when told of the planning committee's decision he became vehement in his
idea that this was really a poor move. He said that neither the museum nor the
schoolhouse should be placed there because of the vibrations from the Union Pacific
Railroad's proximity. After many debates, Meryl Walker carried the day. The school
restoration committee made a recommendation that the school be placed on the banks of
Big Creek across the street east of Forsyth Library where an old gymnasium from Walker
Air Base had recently been razed. The planning committee finally accepted this idea.
Still, the planning committee could not get the planning director to draw site plans and
get them to Topeka for approval by the state architect. Near the end of the school year,
the planning director retired. The stone school restoration project profited greatly from
the competence and enthusiasm of the new planning director, Brian Murray, who spent
many hours beyond his normal job to ensure the successful completion of the project,
making many well-placed suggestions that strengthened the project.
Thirty-two stone schools were identified that had to be researched. The graduate students
of the spring 1977 History of American Education class embarked on the project of
investigating the historical background of each one. These budding scholars in a short
amount of time produced an amazing amount of information, including hundreds of
photos. One of the members of the class who researched the Rolling Prairie School of
Russell County was Leah Rampy, sister of Kansas State Representative Jerry Moran. Her
school became one of the nine finalists .
The nine final schools were inspected by the committee on a series of Sunday afternoons
in April and May 1977. Three of the schools, Pleasant Valley, Plymouth, and Rolling
Prairie were in Russell County and had the advantage of being constructed of hard post
rock limestone. Flavious School was in Rush County and was the smallest at 20'x30' in
size. Schohaire School was in Ness County and possessed excellent histJrical records.
Trego County contributed one of the final schools, Wilcox School. Two chalk limestone
schools were reported, the Solomon Valley School of Graham County and the Butte
Creek School in Logan County. The view of Meryl Walker, the geologist consultant, was
that there would be little but chalk dust by the time these schools could be transported to
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the campus since this type of limestone was so soft. The final school was the Hopewell
School of Ellis County made of Fort Hays limestone.
The committee met on May 15, 1977 and after an hour of discussion voted on the
following rank order for the schools:
9. Butte Creek
8. Wilcox
7. Hopewell
6. Solomon Valley
5. Pleasant Valley
4. Rolling Prairie
3. Flavious
2. Schohaire
1. Plymouth
Ironically, a consideration in the voting was that the greater the deterioration of the roof,
the higher the ranking in the poll. The Plymouth School had an almost c0mpletely
deteriorated roof, making it a great candidate. The belief was that a school without a roof
had one less thing to be disassembled.
During the summer of 1977, it was determined that the committee wanted to carefully
document the entire project with photographs. Jack Jackson and Jim Vequist were
consulted in their capacities as the official college photographer and audio-visual director
respectively. They encouraged the committee to consider a major multi-media
production. They were experimenting with this art form and accepted the challenge of
helping the restoration project in this manner. A graduate school research proposal was
written for the cost of film. There is no record to indicate that this proposal was ever
funded.
The first work day to mark the stones of the Plymouth School and to tear off what
remained of the roof trusses was well publicized and slated for October 15, 1977. A car
pool left the campus on that Saturday at 8:15 a.m. and the work day began at the site at
9:00 a.m. Volunteers were asked to wear work clothes and bring along r.ny tool they
could think of that might be used to raze a roof, take down a stone wall, and clean mortar
from stones. Extension ladders were also desperately sought. It was suggested to bring a
sack lunch and that Phi Delta Kappa would furnish drinks and dessert. A women's club
from Wilson was contracted to make th,.e drinks and dessert. The homemade pies and
cakes became the highlight of the day for most workers.
The 3000 outside stones of the Plymouth School were marked by a National Park Service
technique used by Ann Gustad when she was one of their employees involved in
restoration: Gustad said that they marked with charcoal. Unfortunately, the stones of the
schoolhouse were too rough for charcoal. Also, the stones had to weather the harshness of
the western Kansas climate. After trying several types of markers, one type of felt marker
seemed better than the others and all stones received a mark that held up over two
winters.
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The demolition stage went much faster than anticipated because the mortar holding the
stones together was severely deteriorated and could literally be blown away and a stone
easily picked out of the dust. So much for the careful researching of how to chisel away
mortar in the most efficient manner. By the end of the fall semester, 1977, the stone
school had been completely disassembled and loaded on wooden pallets supplied by Jim
Williams of Williams Moving and Storage of Hays. The various workd?.ys were attended
by a variety of politicians and the press. An excellent article appeared in THE WI CHITA
EAGLE, Sunday, October 30, 1977, written by Forrest Hintz entitled, "Little Plymouth
School To Serve Once Again."
The Plymouth School was located on the farm of Francis Kaufman. In Kansas, once a
school is no longer being used by a rural school district, the school and its land revert to
the farmer who owns the surrounding territory. Consequently, Francis Kaufman inherited
the school building whether or not he wanted it. The price of wheat was at an all time
high in 1977 and the fact that he could not plant the school site in wheat was a sound
reason for donating the school to the college. A bill of sale was executed on October 24,
1977 between Francis Kaufman and the Fort Hays State Endowment Association.
Kaufman donated the school at a real value of $5000 without charge. Kaufman, Jerry
Tomanek, President of Fort Hays State and Lon Pishney signed the document for the
endowment association.
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Harold Eickhoff, realizing that the stone school
restoration was no longer a pipe dream, became concerned in the spring of 1978 that the
administration of the college had not done an adequate job of preparing for this
eventuality. In a letter to President Tomanek, he expressed the following concerns: 1.
Where is the operating funding coming from; 2. Under whose administration will the
stone school fall; 3. Who foots the cost of a tour guide; and 4. Who pays for the proposed
slide show? In the letter, he reminded the president that in a planning committee meeting
he had countered the planning director's insistence that Phi Delta Kappa establish a
maintenance fund in the amount of $300 per year with the endowment association to be
paid to the physical plant for services rendered. He told the director to absorb costs of
maintenance in his budget. He also started the discussion about whether the stone school
could best be administered by the Sternberg Museum personnel or the department of
education. Ultimately, the department of education was chosen.
David Van Doren, President of Waffle-Crete, Inc. of Hays, and a consultant to the
restoration committee, in April, 1978, suggested that his firm could pre-<:aste the interior
walls of the school for a cost of $5000. This would give the school a concrete and steel
reinforcement that would last indefinitely into the future. It would also eliminate
gathering stone for the usual "double wall" of the original structure. The committee
looked favorably on this idea. The only hitch was that the committee was still waiting
word on the various grants that had been submitted by the president of the college. As
mentioned earlier, the big break did not come until the following fall semester when the
Garvey Foundation took on the major project funding.
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By the end of the fall 1978 semester a site had been selected, the walls cast, all
architectural drawings completed, and arrangements made to haul the stones to campus.
During spring break 1979 Van Doren's Waffle-Crete crew erected the frame of the
schoolhouse in one week's time. The stones were hauled to campus and the masoner,
Mike Gnad, with the assistance of several football coaching assistants to lift 100-pound
stones, completed his work in two weeks time. Maska Concrete did the foundation and
concrete flooring work. Once this professional work was completed, volunteer crews
worked during the spring and summer months to finish the interior of the school. A
carpentry class from Hays High School completed the roof under the direction of their
teacher, Dale Chaffin. The cedar shingles, under order of the State of KPnsas Fire
Marshall, had to be fireproof. After searching for over two months, these specialized
shingles were located in the mountains of Colorado and shipped to Hays at triple the
budgeted cost. Of special significance was the wooden floor. Glen Ginther, one of the
members of the Industrial Arts Department was the carpentry consultant for the project.
He identified a board of the original floor as being hard yellow pine that was from the
Southern Pine Forests. Unfortunately, he suggested that it had not been harvested for over
75 years. With several well placed phone calls, the restoration committee's chair was able
to have yellow pine specially cut, as well as tongue and grooved in Louisiana. The
principal of Ellis High School, William Bray, called to see if there would be anything the
committee would want from his old high school building since they had passed a bond
issue to build a new high school. An old-fashioned chalk tray made of wood was deemed
an appropriate memento from Ellis.
Workdays to complete the restoration were continued into the summer with many
members of the Fort Hays State University Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa volunteering their
time and talent. The new Education Department Chairman, Bob ChalenJer and his wife
were wild about the project and spent an inordinate amount oftime painting the
windowsills of the Plymouth School.
In April 1979 a committee to plan an appropriate dedication program was formed that
was co-chaired by Allan Miller and President Tomanek's wife, Ardis. Other members of
this select committee included Rosa Lee Eickhoff, the Vise President's wife, Robert
Luehrs, Lon Pishney, Bill Robinson, and Nancy Vogel. The committee had an operating
budget of $500. In addition to planning a dedication program, it was the committee's
responsibility to determine the name for the school building and decide what kind of an
outdoor marker would be appropriate. The committee met during the remainder of the
spring semester and into the summer. The date for the dedication was set for Saturday,
September 22, 1979. It was confirmed that Olive Garvey and officials from her
foundation could attend on that date. The name of the school was selected as The
Plymouth School-Garvey Restoration. The Garvey Foundation approved this. It was
decided to cast a marker for the school that matched the ones placed aro11nd town to mark
significant places by the Ellis County Historical Society. When they were approached for
some details, they threatened to sue the university if we used the same type. Lon Pishney
finally worked this out with them and a conforming marker was commissioned.
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Physical work on the school continued almost to the time of dedication on Saturday,
September 22. Luckily, by then, a number of school desks had been located at various old
schools and donated to the project. The dedication committee convinced Miller that he
should be the Master of Ceremonies for the day and that it should be an old fashioned one
room country school program that involved lots of kids . Robert Luehrs was to direct the
entire production.
Miller, dressed as an old school master, rang the teacher's handbell, and declared that
"the Plymouth School is now in session." So, the dedication program began at 2:30 p.m.
Girls dressed in bonnets, ankle length dresses and black patent shoes, joined the boys clad
in knickers and suspenders. Surprisingly, over 200 people attended the dedication on a
windy fall day. The one interruption to the program was by Hays City W.:ayor Dan Rupp.
He read a proclamation making September 22 "Allan Miller Day" in Hays.
Six area elementary schools participated in the program. The performances included
recitations such as "My Shadow", songs from Roosevelt School, and a pantomime from
the McGUFFEY READER titled "The Money Amy Didn't Earn." An old fashioned
spelling bee and the Gay '90's singalong led by Don Stout were highlights for the
audience. He closed the singing by having the 30 or so former one-room schoolteachers
and students stand to sing "School Days." It was a memory to cherish. When the program
concluded, guests bought five-cent lemonade from a stand run by Hays Superintendent of
Schools, Harvey Ludwick, and his sons.
The school artifact receiving the most attention in the school was the Round Oak Potbellied stove that stood large in the middle of the room. It was exactly like the one that
served the original school, but had been auctioned off in the "30's. Malcolm Shaw, noted
Wilson grocer, donated this particular stove. His stove was used in the Hollywood movie,
"Paper Moon." The movie's director, Peter Bagdonivitch, tried to buy the stove from
Shaw, but Shaw wanted the stove to remain in Kansas and gave it to the university.
The dedication program designed by Bob Lowen stated, "The Plymouth School was
brought to our campus to remind us and those who follow, of where our educational roots
began-in the one-room schoolhouse. The spirit and tradition of those pioneer days will
live forever on the banks of Big Creek."
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CHAPTER FOUR: SAMUELSON REPORT

The decade of the 1980's saw a variety of activities develop around the Plymouth School.
First, because of a comment by a former one-room teacher at the dedication that the
school was in desperate need of some books, a grant was written and funded to identify
rural school books that were used between 1875 and 1960 in Ellis County and the four
surrounding counties. Sherri Faulkender, Ellis High School Librarian, identified these
books. Most of the identified books were collected over a five-year time period. Her
husband, Stan Faulkender, made the cabinets that hold the collection in the Plymouth
School. The collection was catalogued as a special collection by Forsyth Librarian Jerry
Wilson and is available to researchers over the Internet. It stands as one the region's
better country school textbook collections.
Stemming from a need by graduate students to get into the action of the restoration
project, an on-going qualitative research effort was started that now has the name:
Country Schoolteacher Oral History Project. Nearly 250 one-room country
schoolteachers from western Kansas have been audiotape recorded about their
experiences and have a printed transcript on file. Various authors have used the collection
for their books, most notably Vera Rodecap and her book, THE COUNTRY
SCHOOLTEACHER: A KANSAS LEGACY.
Another research approach was to continue to write the history of schools-not just oneroom schools, but any and all schools of western Kansas. Today, that collection stands at
over 70, ranging from country schools to urban high schools and community colleges.
A more recent endeavor that is an offshoot of the Plymouth School Museum is to identify
all award winning teachers and administrators in western Kansas and videotape an
interview with them which is turned into a printed transcript-story about each one. That
collection now stands at 75.
During the 1980's, Miller initiated a living history program for elememary students and
the graduate assistants assigned to help with the school. Joan Neufeld wrote the first
program. Several hundred elementary students and their teachers took advantage of this
programming during the first few years. By the end of the decade, several thousand were
using the school. This included not only elementary students, but also high school
classes, the Education Foundations classes, Boy and Girl Scouts, adult service clubs and
women's literary societies.
A mainstay of the programming was the multi-image media program entitled:
EDU CATI ON-OUR HERITAGE ON THE GREAT PLAINS. The program won a
prize from Phi Delta Kappa in Chicago in 1980. The twenty-minute program shows the
historical heritage of our area with an emphasis on educational history. The second part
of the show gives a photo document account of the actual school restoration project. The
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project artistic director was Jim Vequist. The multi-image show was completely redone
and placed on videotape as one of the first projects by our newly created Center for
Teaching and Educational Technology. Unfortunately, the production was not up to the
high standard of the original production and has rarely been used.
The Plymouth School had tourists from around the world, with guests from Germany and
Japan leading the way. In 1982, it hosted a press conference for Joanna Stratton, whose
book, PIONEER WOMEN, was at the top of the national non-fiction b~st seller list. In
1985, N.L. Gage of Stanford University, and the nation's leading educational
psychologist, requested a special tour of the school. By the end of the 80's, the fame of
the school had spread around the world and the director was consulting with major
corporations such as the Tandy Company of Fort Worth, Texas and far away places such
as Australia about restoration of schools and nineteenth century school curriculum and
textbook concerns.
After ten years of programming, the director believed the time was near for a thorough
outside evaluation of the role of the school museum in the educational community. In the
summer of 1993, Dr. Bill Samuelson of Emporia State University was hired to evaluate
the entire program. His entire report can be found in the Appendix section, but his
summary follows:

The Plymouth School ranks in the top three or four of the nearly thirty such school
museums in the State of Kansas. It also outshines its nearest out-of-state competitors at
Burlington, Colorado; Minden, Nebraska; and Perry, Oklahoma. The building and
facility are favorably comparable to the museums at the Kansas State Historical Society
in Topeka, the Lanes.field School at Gardner, which is operated by the Johnson County
Historical Society, and the one-room school at Emporia State University. It is one offour
stone schools being used as museums at the present time-three of which have been
totally or partially restored or reconstructed and are in excellent condition. It is in
excellent condition, in good repair, and very well kept. Attention has been paid to
historical accuracy in the recreation of the school. The furniture and artifacts needed to
tell the story of the school are equal to any in the State with a couple of minor exceptions
and the multi-media presentation is in a class by itself. Only Johnson County and
Emporia State have slide presentations that are remotely comparable. The "traveling
trunk" for field presentations is also used by the Kansas State Historical Museum and the
Johnson County museum and is an excellent program. The Plymouth School trunk would
be strengthened by the addition of a man's long coat, vest, and a cravat or tie.
The collection of historical volumes representative of old school texts is as good as any in
the State. It was a pleasant surprise to discover that these historical volumes had been
catalogued with the university collection for use by researchers as well as lay users. Only
the Little Red School at Beloit tries to operate in any way as a library collection. The
directorship of the Plymouth School is in the capable hands of a person trained in the
history of education-one of only two such directors in the State. The setting of the school
is attractive and centrally located for use by university groups and classes as well as
near parking for us~ by off-campus groups (including school children). The present
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volume of visitors (in excess of one thousand a year) is both a compliment to the quality
of the facility and the recognized value of the experience of visiting Plymouth School and
a source for possible future concern. The building and its contents are bearing up rather
well under such heavy traffic. This facility is, however, by its very nature-a hands-on
museum. This means that in time items will wear out and get broken. Antiques are
difficult to find and expensive to replace. Money for maintenance, repair, and
replacement becomes an important consideration. The actual amount of spendable
dollars per year does not have to be large, because monies not spent in a given year
should carry over to succeeding years, iffunds remain a part of the endowment
association.
The director must be commended for his work in locating, moving, rebuilding, fvrnishing,
and creating a fine historical and educational facility that is among the finest in the state
if not the nation. His commitment to the museum concept is exemplary and his work ranks
as authentic and valued research and creative expression worthy ofany university
setting. When one considers all aspects of the Plymouth School, the museum is quite
likely the finest one in the State. Fort Hays State University, its College of Education, Phi
Delta Kappa, and the Garvey Foundation as well as many others who have contributed
to its development can be justifiably proud of the Plymouth School. It is a valuable
historical, cultural, and educational addition to the university, city of Hays, western
Kansas, and to the State of Kansas.
At the request of College of Education Dean Mary Hoy and the Chair of the Department
of ACES (Administration, Counseling, and Educational Studies) Charles Leftwich, the
director of the Plymouth School Museum prepared a reaction report. The report in its
entirety may be found in the Appendix Section. However, several items should be
highlighted. Samuelson evaluated four areas: programming; facilities; collections; and
administration.
All of the programming suggestions were acted upon after the report. The multimedia
presentation was updated; a specific year (1900) was chosen for portrayal in the living
history presentations; initial contacts were made with USD 489 to coordinate
programming for their fifth grade students; and celebrations important to the school and
university were planned.
Two of the facilities suggestions were accomplished and another investigated. The 37
star United States flag was displayed by hanging it like a Roman shade over the
multimedia screen. This was done by two of the Americorps workers assigned to the
Plymouth School in 1996. A 50 star flag was donated by Bob Masters, Chairman of the
Business Administration Department that was flown over the United States Capitol. That
flag is now flown outside the school on the flagpole. A waterbucket and dipper were
purchased for display. While a set of reprinted MCGUFFEY READERS was donated by
the Lutheran Aid Society, a set of slate boards remains to be purchased.
The Samuelson Report pointed out that many of the textbooks in the PIJ mouth School
collection are considered rare books and should be kept under lock and key. Theft of
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these books has simply not been a problem and no action has been taken on his
suggestion. A schoolmaster's outfit was purchased for the director for living history
presentations. These were the main suggestions under the heading of collections.
Perhaps, the most important suggestions made in the report were the administrative ones.
Samuelson suggested that the Plymouth School Museum remain under the jurisdiction of
the College of Education. The director's response was a concurrence. In fact, the
Plymouth School might be a better symbol for the college than the empowered educator
model. The director's response also suggested that the College of Education might in the
future lend financial support to the museum.
During the decade of the 80's, each year Bob Chalender, Chairman of the ACES
Department, assigned a graduate teaching assistant to the director. Those graduate
students assumed the role of Assistant Director of the Plymouth School Museum. They
were Bruce Coulson, Sandy Johnson, Joilien Fisher, Mike Santilli, Gwen Poore, Ann
Hoffman, Sherry Giebler, and Dave Otis. Their contributions were enormous. A later
model by a new chairman allowed the director three hours of released teaching time to
administer the Plymouth School in exchange for the graduate assistant. Of course, what
would be best is to allow the director both three hours of released time and an assistant.
There is enough work to make the director's position full time should funding ever
become available.
A contingency fund of $25,000 was suggested. The director, through the endowment
association's telethon, has been able to raise a little more than $2000 for this purpose. A
major grant or fund drive could accomplish this goal.
Samuelson proposed the creation of a board of directors. The director in his reaction
report supported this. However, because of the time involved in getting the rededication
of the Plymouth School celebration established, this idea was put on a back burner. With
the only director the school has ever known retiring, this suggestion may be an idea
whose time has come.
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CHAPTER FIVE: REDEDICATION

Acting on a recommendation from the Samuelson Report, the director, in consultation
with the Dean of the College of Education, decided "not to miss another opportunity to
celebrate the Plymouth School." 1994 marked the I 20 th anniversary of the actual school
and the 15 th anniversary of the restoration on the Fort Hays State University campus.
A blue-ribbon committee was selected to rededicate the school that was co-chaired by
Mike Slattery, Associate Professor of Educational Administration and Vivian Hammond,
First Lady of the University, whose organizational skills are equal to her husband, the
president. It was also important to continue the tradition of involving the president of the
university's wife in the affairs of the Plymouth School.
The co-chairs soon decided to involve as many school children and teachers from area
schools as did the first dedication program. It was also decided to involve Phi Delta
Kappa and the rest of the university community. The Plymouth School Museum Director
wrote a grant for $2500 and submitted it to Phi Delta Kappa District III for funding the
rededication event. The grant was approved.
Mike Slattery, along with Charles Leftwich, Jim Murphy, Ron Fox, Ruth Heffel, and Ron
Pflughoft took care of all arrangements for the rededication. This included getting Neville
Robertson from Phi Delta Kappa International Headquarters in Bloomington, Indiana to
Hays for the rededication ceremony. Bruce Quantic of Wichita, the PDK KANSAS Area
Coordinator, accompanied him.
Vivian Hammond's committee consisting of Martha Roberts, Steve Shapiro, Ione
Slattery, LB. Dent, and Robert Luehrs, determined that the best date for the rededication
was Saturday, October 8, 1994. The committee wanted to make the rededication a
memorable day of events, not just a short ceremony. They also wanted to make it
partially academic.
The plan of action was to begin the program in the early afternoon outside the Plymouth
School on the north side of the building (the original dedication had taken place outside
on the south side). The first two hours would be the academic part with three
presentations: Orphan Trains by Marilyn Coffey; Kansas Country Schoolteachers by
Vera Rodecap; and McGuffey and His Readers by Marcy Ryan.
The middle of the afternoon program was a typical tum-of-the-century children's
program that involved the seven elementary schools of Hays. The Master of Ceremonies
was Robert Luehrs. There was much singing, a geography and spelling bee, a math relay
complete with slate boards. A lemonade stand was sponsored by the Aid Society for
Lutherans.
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A reception was held after the program for workers and contributors of the Plymouth
School as well as the invited one-room schoolteachers. The revised videotaped version of
EDUCATION: OUR HERITAGE ON THE GREAT PLAINS was revealed along with a
commissioned lithograph of the Plymouth School done by one of Mick Jilg and Frank
Nichols's art students, Robert Terrill. This followed the tradition started by Nancy Vogel
to have Kelly Hull commissioned to paint the original Plymouth School on site before its
removal to the campus. Hull's commissioned work graces the restored Plymouth School.
A banquet was highlighted by Felten Middle School art students' interpretation of
gingerbread one-room schools. These served as centerpieces for the tables. A slide
presentation by Bill Samuelson on the rural school experience in Kansas was well
received.
Finally, the Fort Hays State University Players entertained a full house at Felten-Start
Theatre with their rendition of "The Music Man" directed by Steve Shariro.
Over 1000 people joined in at least one or all three of the scheduled events. Many
commented about the printed program (to be found as an appendix) that was held
together by a tree twig and rubber band and was the brainchild of Theresa Englert and
Mary Ridgway. The rededication was more successful at highlighting the Plymouth
School than the original dedication program.
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CHAPTER SIX: AFTER REDEDICATION

Shortly after the rededication of the Plymouth School Museum in October 1994, the area
west and south of the school was marked off as part of the construction zone for what
would become Tomanek Hall, the new physical sciences building across the street from
the school. The school became unavailable to most groups because of this construction.
During the school year 1994-95 some general maintenance was done and an inventory
was conducted. The educational history trunk was updated and loaned to Sonja Herl and
several other teachers at O'Loughlin Elementary School. They were going to use it for
one month, but found there was so much material in it that they kept it the entire spring
semester.
On August 26, 1995 the dedication of Tomanek Hall took place. The Plymouth School
played a part in the dedication by being open to the public on that date and featuring old
time science books prominently displayed on student desks. A few pieces of old-time
science artifacts were also displayed to contrast the state-of-the-art physical science
building across the street. President Hammond pointed out in the dedication ceremony
that the Plymouth School would forever be reflected in the glass panes of new Tomanek
Hall.
Regular programming resumed at the school with the help of several Americorps
volunteers. The volunteers allowed the school to be open for the first time on a regularly
scheduled basis. These volunteers also were able to do a considerable a.H1ount of
cleaning. The director was asked by the Hays Convention and Visitors Bureau to place
the school on the Twilight Tour program for visitors in the summer. This was done in the
summer of 1996. About 100 visitors from all across the United States toured the school as
a result of the Twilight Tours. To a single one, the evaluations were marked in the highest
positive category. The program was continued the following summer 1997. Because of
the impending retirement of the director, the tours were discontinued in the summer of
1998.
By 1997 it became obvious that the front window shutters and coal-shed door needed to
be replaced. The shutters had to be specially made in Colorado. A new member of the
Phi Delta Kappa Chapter, James Ross, made a service project of preparing, painting, and
hanging the new shutters. The physical plant grounds crew removed and replaced the old
coal shed door. For the first time a threshold was installed for the coal-shed door which
has remarkably stopped water from coming into the coal shed. Another physical
improvement was to re-key the entrance door and coal shed door so that one key instead
of two could be used for both outside entrances. This was accomplished as part of the
general re-keying program for the entire campus.
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Technological advances impacted in a big way on the Plymouth School Museum in 1998.
A home page was established and can be found on the Internet at http://www.fhsu.edu/
coe/plymouth.html. The major item that is on the home page is a listing of the country
schoolteacher oral history project holdings. Eventually, the viewer will be able to hear the
tape-recorded interview of a subject. We are now in the process of transferring all of the
audiotapes onto CD-ROM's. This should preserve the interviews indefinitely and open
up a whole new range of research possibilities.
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CHAPTER SEVEN: SUMMATION

In summary, what began as a bold idea for a community service project of the Fort Hays
State University Phi Delta Kappa Chapter turned into one of the more creative ventures
for the university and its college of education. Many of the graduate students in the
ACES Department identify the Plymouth School as symbolic of the college and
university. They continue to support the school with monetary contributions, as well as
sending books and artifacts for the museum holdings. The balance in the Plymouth
School Museum account number 4245 with the Fort Hays State University Endowment
Association is $2646.47.
The school physical plant is in excellent condition with all systems working. The grounds
around the school are mature and well kept by the grounds department of the university.
The collections and artifacts are in good repair, up-to-date, and the media program is
trouble free .
The Plymouth School Museum has come a long way in its nineteen years of existence. It
is recognized locally and regionally as both a living history and research museum. It
provides unique programming for children, university students, and adults . If properly
recognized by the university administration, it has a significant future in advancing the
cause ofregional and educational cultural history. It should be one of the most significant
bridges between the community of western Kansas and Fort Hays State University .

CONCLUSIONS
1. The Plymouth School Museum plays an integral role in the life of Fvrt Hays State
University.
2. The school adequately meets is educational mission to be a living history museum for
K-12 students, university students, and adults.
3. The school is a research center for people concerned about nineteenth century and the
first half of twentieth century education.
4. The school houses four significant research collections: 1. School textbooks; 2. The
country schoolteacher oral history project; 3. The History of Schools collection; and
·
4. The Western Kansas Master Teacher oral history project.
5. The award winning media production "Education: Our Heritage on the Great Plains",
realistically portrays the development of education in the Fort Hays State University
service area and shows how the Plymouth School was restored to serve as a
monument to the original mission of the university to train teachers .
6. As much as possible, the school is open to community organizations for programming
and meetings .
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A new director should be named as quickly as possible by the dean rJf the college of
education in consultation with the provost and president of the university. The new
director should be from the college of education faculty. An excellent choice would
be Dr. Mike Slattery.
2. An advisory board should be established. The board should have at least seven
members, representing the following interests: 1. Endowment (Ruth Heffel); 2. Phi
Delta Kappa (Ray Johnson); 3. Major Donors (Ed Stehno); 4. College of Education
Faculty (Mahmoud Suleiman); 5. University Faculty (Al Geritz); 6. Community
(Marianna Beach); 7. First Lady of the University (Viv Hammond).
3. Work needs to proceed on the conversion of country schoolteacher audiotapes to CD
ROM. Martin Kollman will teach volunteers to do this. This would make a good
service project for Phi Delta Kappa or Mortar Board or AARP.
4. One or several docents need to be trained to handle the living history interpretation
for school visitations. Ed Stehno, upon retirement, would be the perfect person to
head this up. He is also talented in physical plant know-how and would certainly
know when it is time to re-roof the schoolhouse.
5. The relationship with the buildings and grounds department needs to be maintained. It
has worked better than one could originally envision, i.e. materials are paid out of the
Plymouth School Endowment Fund and the physical plant does the labor free of
charge to the museum.
6. A major fundraising effort in addition to the annual telethon would be advisable.
7. The next tie-in celebration should be with the university's centennial in 2002.
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Appendices
Original Press Release for Stone School Identification
Bill of Sale for the Plymouth School
Press Release for the Garvey Grant
Education: Our Heritage on the Great Plains Multi-Image Script
Consultation Report by Dr. Bill Samuelson
Reaction to Consultation Report by the Director
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HAYS,

Kan.-WAN'IED:

One

used stone schoolhouse.

Even thou:;Jh the day of the one-roan schoolhouse is all but history,
Fort Hays Kansas State College is looking for one.

A

special a:mnittee was

recently appointed by President Gerald Tananek to investigate the possibility
of securing and reconstructing a stone schoolhouse on the Fort Hays State
canpus.
'Ihe interest in the school house idea cx:rres fran several reasons
and sources.

Perhaps the oostalgia craze in America is partly behind the

idea, believes cx:mnittee chainnan Dr. Allan Miller, associate professor
of education at the college.
A

fonnal reqoost was made by the HIS chapter of Phi Delta Kappa,

a national education honor society, for a college cx:muittee whose purpose
would be to examine the possibility of having a stone schoolhouse on
It was felt this would be aIXYther suitable project to help

carrpus.

celebrate the college's 75th Anniversary in 1977, Miller added.
Superintendents of unified school districts and others who might
have knc:Mledge of a stone schoolhouse which could be relocated smuld
.oontact one. of. the S}?ecial cxmni.ttee -~
..fr.'; '

:. .:;~

'. -~ '·the:

~t -~

oc.:>llege.

..

·sc:h66Th~ · r e1~tioh''~~iiit'f.ee·'be§laes .·Miller are-rrore-

Add 1

Dr. Ibbert Luehrs, associate professor of history; Dr. Nancy Vogel,

associate professor of English; Dr. William Robinson, professor of education;
Dr. John ~ . dean of instruction; Earl Bozenan, director of canpus

Planning; Ann Gus tad, history graduate student; and Larry Thanas, education
graduate student.
Actually, the idea of relocating a schoolhouse to a oollege campus
is not new.

Eirporia Kansas State College relocated a Marion County

stone schoolhouse in the late 1960's.

It was disassembled, the pieces

were marked for reoonstruction and it was transI_X>rted to the Errporia carrpus.
Since Enlp:)ria State rroved the schoolhouse, the local public school
district has actually held classes in the building, conplete with the
"hickory stick" and "readin', writin' and 'rithrretic."
The Fort Hays State cx:mnittee hcpes to locate the school this year
and have it ready for ranoval to a permanent canpus site by next September.

The oomnittee hopes to relocate the school in an area with "high visibility,"
close to the old fort and new

SI_X>rts

carplex in the southwest sectioo of

the present canpus.
Besides Phi Delta Kappa, the FHS Alunmi Assn. and the FHS Enda,.,,rrent
Assn. will be asked to support the stone building project, Miller said.
Even thoogh the days of the old stone schoolhouse are alnost

gone, this Fort Hays State College project hopes to make certain they will
not be forgotten.
-30-

Hays. Kansas 67601

October 24, 1977

BILL OF SALE
We hereby donate, without charge, the Plymouth Stone
Schoolhouse to Fort Hays State , University. The Plymouth Stone
Schoolhouse has a real value of $5000.

Stone
Schoolhouse for Fort Hays

It is understood that the Fort Hays State University
Endowment Association will serve as dispository for the
Stone School House Project.

Endowment ssoc1at1on

OFFICE OF INFORMATION SERVICES
HAYS, KANSAS 67601
(913) 628-4206

FHSU GETS $20,000 CHECK FOR SCHOOLHOUSE CONSTRUCTION
10-24--78--lists A+B--bl

HAYS, KS.---An additional step on the road to a dream come true for
persons concerned with the preserving of the history of education, in the form
of reconstructing a stone, one-room schoolhouse on the Fort Hays State University
campus, became reality today when a $20,000 check from the Garvey Foundation
was received by University officials.
Dr. Allan R. Miller, associate professor of education and leader of
the FHSU Phi Delta Kappa organization determined to retain a bit of history, said
that the check will be added to the amount already donated toward the project's
completion . "We're tremendously excited," Miller said. "We're going to move as
rapidly as we can in reconstructing the old Plymouth School which stood near
Wilson for more than 103 yea rs; 11
Fort Hays State University President Gerald W. Tomanek views the gift
as "The end of a drive for private funds for an extremely desirable project and
the first of many plateaus to be reached in our recently announced $12,000,000
Enrichment Campaign for the University. The reconstruction of the limestone
schoolhouse is one of the projects in our Campaign and we are happy that we will
soon see the finished product. A lot of credit goes to many people for their
work with the schoolhouse, particularly Dr. Miller who worked harder than .all
of us. I would also like to thank all those who so graciously donated time or
money to the project. 11
Miller said that when the schoolhouse is reconstructed, it will serve
primarily as a museum depicting the early western Kansas educational frontier .
"We will attempt to restore the structure as nearly as possible to its original
looks and furnishings," Miller said. "The schoolhouse will be open to all
· honorary societies on campus and co111T1uni ty service groups and wi 11 be a learning
center for students from kindergarten to graduate school . However, the school 1 s
greatest use will probably be to constantly remind us all of our basic educational
roots .
_'UL
11

Education:

Our Heritage on the Great Plains

Like the Pilgrims two centuries earlier, the pioneers who settled
the Great Plains chose to leave the security of settled homes and farms
and civilized friends for an adventure on "the Great American Desert.
11

Of course, these hardy farmers were not the first Great Plains
inhabitants. Plains Indians such as the Kansas, Osage, Wichita, Pawnee,
Cheyenne, Apache, and Kiowa were there years before the white settlers
would turn the land into the breadbasket of the world."
11

In 1541, the Spanish explorer, Coronado, became the first European
to reach the Great Plains. 250 years later, Lewis and Clark, as a result
of their corrmission from President Jefferson to explore the Louisiana
Purchase, led the first American exploration into the Great Plains territory. Later explorers to cross the territory were Zebulon Pike, John C.
Fremont, and the Army Major who labeled the territory the Great American
Desert because it was unfit for civilization and nothing of value could
be cultivated in its soil , Stephen H. Long.
11

11

The Great Plains, it was thought, was merely a place to pass through.
And pass through they did. Millions passed through Nebraska on the Oregon
and Mormon Trails. Thousands more passed through Kansas on the Santa Fe
Trail, including Kit Carson who made his first trip to Santa Fe in 1826
as a runaway youth of 17.
As civilization advanced deeper into the American West, the United
States government established forts to engage in peacekeeping with the
Plains Indians and to provide supplies. The oldest fort west of the
Mississippi River, and perhaps the most famous was Ft. Leavenworth
founded in 1827. Later forts, such as Ft. Kearney in Nebraska and Fts.
Riley, Hays, and Larned in Kansas would help fulfill the mission of
settlement on the Great Plains. At Hays, for example, one undoubtedly
felt safe about staking out a government claim, since General George
A. Custer corrmanded the fort, "Buffalo Bill" Cody was stationed there
as a scout, and the Hays City Sheriff was none other than Wild Bill
Hickok.
At the conclusion of the Civil War and because the east was thought
to be suffering from overcrowdedness 1, the Great Plains territory, now
carved into States, became an attractive area in whi~h to raise a family,
farm. and · se_ttl e down.
11

11

1

11

And how did these early settlers, arrive--anyway they could.
(Pictures of transportation--think about music background--maybe trail
song or railroad song). Most arrived as a result of the newly invented
"Iron Hor.se.
11

The early Great Plains settlers were free-spirited men and women,
black and white, Protestant and Catholic, mostly poor, who had a primary
concern to own theirown agricultural land. They were a God-fearing sort,
who industriously built homes from available materials and determined
that their first civic responsibility was to provide schools to educate
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their children. They took Jefferson seriously when he said you cannot
have both a democracy and uneducated citizens at the same time.
The early Great Plains settlers built more schools per capita in
their region than any other area in the nation.
Like their early homes, the settlers built schools out of available
native materials, be it wood, sod, stone, or clay for bricks. Of special
significance were the one-room stone schoolhouses. These schools, like
the American educational system they represent, were not merely placed
together with sand and water, but were mixed with the pioneer spirit
of the American people who proclaimed knowledge for their children as
one of life s greatest gifts,
1

As soon as a group of pioneers determined there were enough children
for school, a school district was formed and filed in the county seat.
The early district officers included a clerk, treasurer, and a director.
These school district officers were the forerunners of our. present-day
school boards of education.

a

The two important tasks of the district officers were to build a
school and hire a teacher--as cheaply as possible since a school levy
would be placed on all pioneer families.
Once homes were built and the first crops sewn, settlers combined
their efforts to build a school. The Plymouth School of eastern Russell
County, Kansas was typical. Records show that on January 10, 1874, a
school district was formed and a site approved for the erection of a
stone schoolhouse. The name Plymouth was given to the school because
it was located in Plymouth township.
Settlers discovered a good, uniformly thick layer of hard postrock limestone just a few feet beneath the soil on a low hill just north
of the school site. Several men of the first colony of settlers began
digging to locate the limestone beds. Once the stone was uncovered it was
marked with lines nine inches apart. Holes were drilled every four inches.
Into the holes was placed two wedges, with a wooden plug between the
two which could be hammered repeatedly until the stone was broken along
the line of holes.
The stone blocks were hauled by teams of horses and oxen pulling
wagons to the school site. Other men had meanwhile staked out and dug
the school s foundation. Three stone-masons from the colony were now
ready to begin making the walls of the schoolhouse. Mortar made of sand,
water, and unslaked lime was used to hold the stones together.
1

Walls were laid with two block side by side, crea:ticn a mass of
stone nearly two feet thick and able to resist the cold winds of winter
al)d the heat of summer. The interior walls were pla,stered a,nd when
finally painted several years after the school was in use, were given a
blue-gray color. The school s lighting source was the sun. Eight large
windows, shuttered on the outside for protection against storms, allowed
ample light to conduct class activities.
1

Inside the school, on the back wall, was a row of wooden hooks for
children to place their coats. One window sill held the water bucket and
dipper which was shared by all chil~ren. At the front of the room was the
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blackboard, the major audio-visual aid in American schools fo r three
hundred years. Many blackboards in high plains schoolhouses were oat slate,
but merely black paint on the wall offset by wooden trim . A large wood
buffalo chip and coal burning pot-bellied stove was in the middle of the
room. Even with its central location, when in use on cold winter days,
children sitting next to it were burning hot and those at window's edge
were freezing. Still, few complained and the lessons went on.
The schoolhouse was furnished with a wooden desk for each student,
unless enrollment swelled and some benches had to be used, usually for
the older students. A teacher's desk decorated the front of the classroom,
being placed on the raised floor area to enable the teacher to keep a keen
lookout for any sign of pupil weariness. The few books of the school
were kept in a homemade cupboard . Practice written work in the 3 R's
was recorded on each students small slate board with a slate pencil.
A small handbell and a large Webster's dictionary were prominently displayed
on the teacher's desk and maps were stored in a wooden map case hanging
above the blackboard, carefully placed so as not to distract from the
pictures of Presidents Washington and Lincoln.
The early settlers thought of their children's safety by plowing
a circle around the school which served as a fire guard in the event of
a prairie fire. Also decorating the outside of the school were the all
important outhouses, a water well, hitching posts and flower beds. Much
later playground equipment became prominent.
In the last quarter of the ninetenth century, many school children
walked to their nearest country school even though it was a distance of
more than two miles. Others rode horses, while parents brought smaller
children by wagons drawn by horses. Upon arrival, lunche~ packed in
empty syrup pail~ were placed just inside the door. Most lunches consisted
of homemade dark bread and molasses.
The twenty-five to fifty students in a schoolhouse only twenty-four
by twenty-eight feet in size was the early epitome of 11 the overcrowded
classroom." And in this classroom, eight grades were taught to students
who ranged in age from six to mid-twenties. Like many teachers today, the
early one-room school teacher had to be a jack-of-all-trades. The subjects
taught included not only the 3R's, but geography, physiology, history,
declamation, drawing, bookkeeping and music (without accompaniment). The
teachers salary in 1875 was $30 per month. The length of the school year
was four to five months. Teachers were additionally provided living
quarters at a nearby family's farmhouse. The Great Plains teachers had
to have great stamina for in addition to teaching responsibilities, they
were expected to sweep and dust the school, bring water and fue\ and adhere
to a strict code of ethical conduct which included that women teachers
who married would be dismissed and men teachers were allowed only one
night per week for courting purposes.
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The school day always started with the patriotic and religious
rituals of raising the flag while reciting the pledge of allegience
and reading the Bible followed by the Lord's Prayer. During the
recitation of the lessons, discipline was strictly enforced and silence
was required unless a student was called upon by the teacher to recite.
The only respite from this routine came on Friday afternoons when arts
and crafts were taught. The art curriculum included such lessons as
painting with water colors and making baskets from reeds. Perhaps
the favorite part of the school day for teachers as well as students
was recess. Outside recess games included baseball, crack-the-whip,
Andy-high-over, follow the leader, and marbles.
The one-room schoolhouse on the great plains was used for much
more than a classroom for children. It doubled as a worship center
for church congregations, as a site for marriages and funerals, an
occasional box supper and the ever popular monthly lyceum program.
In 1884 one lyceum program was a debate on the issue: Resolved that
the Indians have been worse treated by the Hands of Whites than the
Negroes. Another topic was: Resolved that the Right to Vote should
be denied those who cannot Read and Write the English language. In
order to provide adequate lighting for these evening meetings, each
family was asked to bring an oil lamp.
Gradually, after the turn of the twentieth century, the oneroom country school gave way to school consolidation and the elementary
schools closer to cities and towns. By the end of the twentieth
century, it seems certain that most children on the great plains
will receive most, if not all, of their education in nonrural setting, thu~ leaving behind forever the educational heritage of the oneroom schoolhouse.
Because those hearty Americans of a century ago who settled the
Great Plains placed a high priority on education, the Fort Hays State
University chapter of Phi Delta Kappa has chosen to memorialize these
early settlers by reconstructing this one-room stone schoolhouse. The
project was begun in 1975 in reaction to several historical occasions-the nation's bicentennial in 1976, Fort Hays State's diamond jubilee
in 1977, and Phi Delta Kappa's seventy-fifth anniversary in 1981.
The project director was Dr. Allan Miller, Associate Professor of Education. Over 200 people were directly involved in one phase or another
of the project--a show of community spirit which would make our ancestors proud.
The project was begun in 1975 . by placing an ~rticle in area
newspapers which had a heading reading: Wanted: A slightly used old
stone one-room school. Over thirty schools were reported. By 1976,
the schools were narrowed to ten in number and Sunday afternoons in
the spring were spent inspecting the finalists. The school selected
for historical reconstruction was the Plymouth School for four major
reasons: it was constructed of hard postrock limestone; it was the
oldest school surveyed; it was close to major highways for easy access;
and it had nearly complete records.
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In 1977, Saturday workdays began by labeling each schoolhouse
stone's position. The school possessed over 3,000 outside stones
each weighing over 100 pounds. Disassemblying the stones one-byone was an experience of a lifetime for the men, women, and children
who helped.
Even though the project was blessed by volunteer labor, it
became clear in 1978 the project would need considerable financial
support to be completed correctly. The Garvey Foundation of Wichita
graciously consented to underwrite the project.
The Stone Schoolhouse reconstruction has involved midwesterners
who care about youth, American values, and our educational heritage
on the Great Plains.
The school was dedicated September 22, 1979 in the spirit of our
pioneering ancestors to the frontiersmen of tomorrow--our children.
May they learn that their future is in understanding their past.
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Of the school museums in Kansas and elsewhere, the Plymouth Stone School has to rank
in the top five. This is due to a combination of programming, physical facility and
setting, special collections, and administration.
PROGRAMMING:
The programming that centers on the multi-media production, "Our Educational
Heritage on the Great Plains," appears more than adequate for the geographic region of
western Kansas. It is good that the programming is available on demand to tourists,
community groups, college education classes, and especially school children in the Hays
area.
PROGRAMMING SUGGESTION:
The multi-media presentation, while needing no major revisions, should be updated
electronically to be placed on one-half inch videotape. This would then require the
purchase of television and VCR equipment. However, this would make the production
much more fail-safe. It could also then be shown at locations other than the stone
school museum.
A second programming suggestion is that a specific year, say 1890 or 1900, needs to be
selected for the living history portion of the programming. All items in the schoolhouse
and materials used in the presentation could then be themed more clearly and
authentically.
Following the second suggestion, the third thing to do programmatically is to hold a
meeting with the Hays School District and other frequent user districts to determine a
grade level to theme the living history presentations, possible fourth or fifth grades.
This would not preclude other grades and teachers using the facility. However, it would

possibly lead to every student in the district(s) having the opportunity to participate in
. an important educational and historical situation planned especially for them.
A last programming suggestion is to never forget the anniversaries of the restoration
and dedication. The tenth year was not celebrated, for example. The fifteenth year is
coming up in 1994. It could be a big event tied to Parent's Day, Homecoming, or stand
alone as its own event. Also, anniversaries tied to the year the school was first built, is
an alternative. Special occasions should be emphasized as often as possible to open the
school tu the various university publics. American Education Week and Kansas Day are
"natural" times to showcase the Plymouth Stone School and to reaffirm the University's
commitment to this endeavor.
PHYSICAL FACILITY AND SETIING:
The beauty of the setting of this school museum is perhaps unequaled in Kansas,
although several museums have their own unique settings. The stone school, made of
native postrock limestone, matches the other university buildings. Being on the banks of
Big Creek in a walnut grove is quite pleasing. The care in restoration and the use of
steel reinforced waffle-crete for the superstructure means that the building will survive
forever (with an occasional re-roofing every thirty years or so). The most valuable
artifact in the building is the Round Oak Pot Bellied Stove, valued between $2500 to
$4000. It certainly is the best large model Round Oak Stove in any of the school
museums that I have seen.
FACILITY SUGGESTIONS:
The 37 star American flag should be prominently displayed at all times in the school.
Another 50 star flag could be purchased for flying on the outside of the building on the
rather unique flagpole. A water bucket, dipper, and cup, along with a coal hod need to
be purchased for the effects of the school museum. A classroom set of "new" individual
slate boards needs to be purchased (probably from a discount store).
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:
The school textbooks, many of which are rare or hard to find are very special. The fact
that they have been cataloged by the main university library and labeled as a special
collection and then placed on the NOTIS system that makes .t hem available to scholars
around the world is unique and commendable. The nearly 200 oral histories of western
Kansas one-room school teachers and the 20 Kansas Master Teacher videotaped
interviews are important additions to the school museum. These projects should
definitely be continued and should receive more regional and national publicity.
The traveling Kansas educational history trunk, designed by Sandi Miller and Diane
Kaufman, is also a very creative endeavor. It should be continued to be available to
elementary classroom in the area.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS SUGGESTIONS:
· Classroom sets of readers, arithmetic books, and spellers indigenous to the year selected
' for living history programming should be purchased for the school. Reprinted copies
are now available of McGuffey's readers and spellers, along with Ray's Arithmetic
books. All rare textbooks should be kept under lock and key. The easiest way would be
to build doors of wire mesh for the existing bookshelves, such wire mesh doors would be
historically acceptable. A school master's outfit should be included in the history trunk
along with the school marm's outfit. When not on loan, the outfits could and should be
worn by the living history presenter at the Plymouth school house.
ADMINISTRATION:

It is rather unique among school museum curators to have an individual who has both a
history and education background. That should be an advantage of the Plymouth Stone
School Museum. It is apparent that the school restoration project was a labor of love
for the director and the Phi Delta Kappa group at Fort Hays State University. It is also
good that the Plymouth School is ultimately overseen by the endowment association of
the university.
ADMINISTRATION SUGGESTION:
While an affiliation with the F.H.S.U. museums might have some advantages and,
perhaps, should be reviewed, the Plymouth School museum most certainly belongs in the
framework of the Coilege of Education, as long as it receives both moral and budgetary
support.
Because of the cost of items suggested elsewhere in this report and because of future
projected repair costs, efforts should be made to establish a sizeable contingency fund
through the endowment association. Plans for memorial gifts or other donations should
be investigated.
The director should be allowed some released time, equivalent to two or three credit
hours every semester or second semester, to take full charge of the university museum
and to operate it properly. There is obviously enough work for an assistant director as
well, with well over 1000 visitors each year, and work on special collections. If Fort
Hays State University wants to retain its legitimate leadership role relative to the
education profession and school museums, the Plymouth Stone School director should be
encouraged to publish scholarly works in this area, give professional presentations, as
well as coordinate the local programming. An assistant might be someone hired to work
the living history programs by being on-call when the programs are scheduled. Or, the
assistant might be a fulltime graduate assistant assigned to the director. The graduate
assistant would not necessarily have to be an education major. He or she could easily be
a history or communications major, for example.

At this point in time, because the school museum is well run, it appears there is no need
to establish a board of directors, although it is customary in many of the school
museums to have an advisory board of from three to five members. This might be an
advantage when soliciting money from alumni and other endowment sources.
SUMMARY:

The Plymouth Stone School ranks in the top three or four of the nearly thirty such one
room school museums in the State of Kansas. It also outshines its nearest out-of-state
competitors at Burlington, Colorado; Minden, Nebraska; and Perry, Oklahoma. The
building and facility are favorably comparable to the museums at the Kansas State
Historical Society in Topeka, the Lanesfield School at Gardner which is operated by the
Johnson County Historical Society, and the one room school at Emporia State
University. It is one of four stone schools being used as museums at the present time-three of which have been totally or partially restored or reconstructed and are in
excellent condition. It is in excellent condition, in good repair, and very well kept.
Attention has been paid to historical accuracy in the recreation of the school. The
furniture and artifacts needed to "tell the story" of the one room school are equal to
any in the State with a couple of minor exceptions and the multi-media presentation is
in a class by itself. Only Johnson County and Emporia State have slide presentations
that are remotely comparable. The "traveling trunk" for field presentations is also used
by the Kansas State Historical Museum and the Johnson County museum and is an
excellent program. The Plymouth Stone School trunk would be strengthened by the
addition of a man's long coat, vest, and a cravat or tie.
The collection of historical volumes representative of old school texts is as good as any in
the State. It was a pleasant surprise to discover that these historical volumes had been
cataloged with the university collection for use by researchers and university scholars as
well as lay users. Only the Little Red School at Beloit tries to operate in any way as a
library collection. The directorship of the Plymouth Stone School is in the capable
hands <fra person trained in the history of education--one of only two such directors in
the state. The setting of the school is attractive and centrally located for use by
university groups and classes as well as near parking for use by off-groups (including
school children). The present volume of visitors (in excess of one thousand a year) is
both a compliment to the quality of the facility and the recognized value of the
experience of visiting Plymouth Stone School and a source for possible future concern.
The building and its contents are bearing up rather well under such heavy traffic. This
facility is, however, by its very nature--a hands-on museum. This means that in time
items win wear out and get broken. Antiques are difficult to find and expensive to
replace. Money for maintenance, repair, and replacement becomes an important
consideration. The actual amount of spendable dollars per year does not have to be
large, because monies not spent in a given year should carry over to succeeding year, if
the funds were part of the endowment association.
The director, Dr. Allan Miller, must be commended for his work in locating, moving,
rebuilding, furnishing, and creating a fine historical and educational facility that is

among the finest in the state if not the nation. His commitment to the one room school
museum concept is exemplary and his work ranks as authentic and valued "research
and creative expression" worthy of any university setting. When one considers all
aspects of the Plymouth Stone School, this museum is quite likely the finest one in the
State. Fort Hays State University, its College of Education, Phi Delta Kappa, and the
Garvey foundation as well as all others who have contributed to its development can be
justifiably proud of the Plymouth Stone School. It is a valuable historical, cultural, and
educational addition to the University, the city of Hays, western Kansas, and to the State
of Kansas.

PLYMOUTH STONE SCHOOL MUSEUM REACTION REPORT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE SAMUELSON .CONSULTATION
AND AT THE REQUEST OF CHAIRMAN LEFTWICH
BY ALLAN MILLER

The Samuelson Report was welcome news that after ten years of
operation, the Plymouth Stone School Museum, for the most part,
is headed in the right direction. As America and its educational
establishment matures and discovers the need to preserve its
heritage, the Plymouth School should be able to provide a role of
leadership. As its director, I have already served as a consultant for historical preservation to schools in Missouri, Oklahoma,
Texas, as well as Kansas. Most recently, I was able to help some
Australians preserve a one-room school. More and more educational
preservation projects are springing up that need the expertise
that we at FHSU have gained over the past years with our own
Plymouth School.
Four major areas were evaluated by Dr. Bill Samuelson with suggestions by him in each of these areas. I will react to each of
his suggestions with my own suggestions under each of his topical
areas.
PROGRAMMING
1. Update the multimedia presentation.
I have previously talked to Mike Leikam about doing the very
thing that Samuelson suggests, but the demands placed on Leikam
have placed the updating project on hold. However, this fal 1
semester, I will get this updating scheduled with the new director of Radio, TV, Film. I will address the new equipment that it
w i 1 1 r e qui r e i n another a r ea .
2.

Choose a specific year

for

living history programming.

I believe that this is an important suggestion for us.
Consequently, I have chosen 1900 as the year that we will attempt
to portray.
3. Coordinate with Hays USD 489.
Actually, we have done considerable coordinating with Hays.
However, it has been done informally and mainly with teachers. I
have mentioned the need to coordinate our programming at the
c entral office level with Dr. Will Roth. I will follow up on th is
during the winter season, 1993-94. I would like to have programming for fifth grade students throughout the area.

4. Celebrate special events.
Very soon, I will try to establish a blue ribbon committee
similar to the one that planned the Stone School Dedication in
.September, 1979, to plan a celebration of the 120th anniversary
,of Plymouth School and the 15th anniversary of its restoration on
the FHSU campus. This event will tie-in with the 1994 Homecoming
Festivities and Octoberfest. I have already mentioned this to Mr.
Ron Pflughoft. The committee will consist of FHSU personnel, Hays
school district personnel, Hays citizens, and Phi Delta Kappa
members. This committee may be as large as twelve members.
We have had the schoolhouse open for previous Homecomings
and Parents Day events with minimal attendance. It appears that
something special surrounding the schoolhouse works better than
simply having it open in conjunction with other FHSU events.
FACILITIES
1. Display our 37 star flag.
We w i 1 l at tempt to get a 5 0 star flag to fly outside the
schoolhouse and then display our 37 star flag inside the school
at the front of the building. I will try to have this accomplished by October 15, 1993.
2, Purchase water bucket, coal hod, etc,
All of the antiques that Samuelson mentioned in his report
have been located and purchased by Phi Delta Kappa and are now on
display in the schoolhouse.
3. Purchase a usable set of new slate boards for each desk.
We will do this as money becomes available.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
1. Purchase classroom sets of
books, and spellers.

reprinted readers,

arithmetic

We will do this as money becomes available.
2. Keep rare books under lock and key.
Perhaps School of Education or University funds could be
freed to have our own physical plant employees build wire mesh
doors for the book shelves that now store our collection. We have
had some things stolen in the schoolhouse.
3. Buy a schoolmaster's outfit for
for presentations.

the

living history

trunk and

We have always borrowed these outfits from our drama department. However, as funds become available, it would be fun to
outfit the history trunk with such an outfit.
ADMINISTRATION
1. Keep the Schoolhouse in the College of Education
I certainly concur with this observation. The schoolhouse
could or should become the symbol of the School of Education. In
my opinion, the symbolic school created by Bob Lowen for the
Stone School Dedication would be a readily received symbol for
the entire College of Education. It could be used on stationary
or wherever appropriate,
It is also time to make sure that all new faculty are aware
of the facility. For example, we have gotten away from having all
candidates for education faculty positions spend a half-hour
seeing the school and its presentation. Candidates, I believe,
would be favorably impressed. This could be easily implemented,
but should be up to the Dean of Education or the department
chairs.
Until now, no one has asked the School of Education or
university at large for budgetary support. However, I believe the
time has come for some help. I believe that a meeting between the
schoolhouse director and the physical plant director needs to
occur to outline maintenance responsibilities. Perhaps a department chair or Dean of Education and the Provost need to be involved in this meeting. We could do this during the current Fall,
1993 semester.
2. Released time and Assistant Director
Certainly, much could be accomplished by released time
equivalent to three credit hours each semester. At a minimum, the
books that continue to be donated to the schoolhouse could be
cataloged on a regular basis. Also, the more scholarly pursuits
that are outlined by Samuelson could be given some credence.
An assistant director would also help. The best assistant
directors we have had were three graduate assistants who previously taught and were trained to conduct the oral history presentations. The previous department chair and dean allowed them to
be directly assigned to me. While they worked more than the other
grad assistants, they enjoyed it more. Their enthusiasm for the
schoolhouse was great. I received many letters from area teachers
after they had gone to the schoolhouse citing the efforts of the
grad assistants, and FHSU for hosting them. All that is really
needed is a funded action plan for one graduate assistant assigned twenty hours per week. I would like to see some competition for this position among education, history, and communication graduate students. It would be best if this grad assistant
could be directly assigned to the director and not have other
teaching responsibilities tied to a department or school.

3. Contingency Fund
Emporia State has a similar fund that they are working on at
about $25,000. I believe that we need a fund for the museum, but
have it be broader in scope. I believe we could easily raise
$50,000 to support School of Education scholarships, programming,
a graduate assistantship, as well as materials purchases and
repairs.
4. Board of Directors
This may be a good idea. I support a board of directors
appointed by the director of the schoolhouse museum with the
approval of the Education Dean and Provost. I would like to start
with a five member board. The first objective would be to put
together the fundraising campaign. Therefore, I believe that the
Endowment Director or Assistant Director should always be a
voting member of the board. Also, I think that a School of Education faculty member should always be a member. I propose that we
appoint this board during this present, Fall, 1993 semester. In
fact , have the board in p 1 ace by December 1 , 1 9 9 3 • Th i s wo u 1 d
give this board time to perhaps coordinate fundraising with the
1994 Homecoming Celebration and Schoolhouse Anniversary.

SUMMARY
I am attaching several documents that may help explain various
facets of the Plymouth Stone School Museum. My latest effort is a
joint one with Dr. Bill Samuelson in submitting a proposal to an
up com i n g i n t e r n at i on a 1 con f e r enc e on s ch o o 1 mus e um s t ha t was
brought to our attention by Dean Mary Hoy. Hopefully, it will be
accepted. All in all, this is a perfect year to reevaluate the
uses of the schoolhouse, as construction of the new physical
sciences building has made programming in the schoolhouse nearly
impossible.

